SIR JOHN RERESBY.
confederates at Lome ; it being impossible that the prince durst attack England with an army of under 20,000 men, if he expected not good help in England. The deputy-lieutenants then at York seemed much concerned for securing the peace of this county with me, and at a meeting held the 13th of November did all agree that it was fit besides that a regiment of foot be always relieved by another of the militia, whilst the danger continued, that two troops of horse of the militia should continue at York to suppress any sudden rising if it should happen. And at the same time that the gentry and freeholders of the county should be desired from that meeting to attend here on Thursday the 19th instant, to draw up some instrument or declaration of our loyalty to the King in this time of danger, and to consult of such things as might tend to the honour of God and our own safeties. This being moved by Sir Henry Goodricke, I said I thought a thing of that nature, declaring our adherence to the King according to the laws of the land and the obligation of our religion might be so good to the Government and so discouraging to its enemies, that I did heartily concur in it. Accordingly a paper of summons was written, and dispersed to give notice through the county, to meet. At the same time I wrote to my Lord Preston, Secretary of Stale, of this supposed loyal intention of the gentlemen of this comity, and to my Lord Duke of Newcastle, desiring he would be here at that time.1
1 In the TMtMi Museum is a lot tor from Sir John to Dauby, dated November 14, 1088, complaining of the quality of some of the new county justices : ' Amongst olhors, John Kyro, of Sheffield Park, Mr. Ratcliffe, &c. Tho first can noithor write nor road; tho second is a bailiff to the Duchess Dowager of Norfolk's rents; and neither of thorn have one foot of freehold land in England. My lord, I fear this matter being unseasonably notified at such a time may change tho good measures wo were upon, and divide the country; though, tho gentlemen hero appear not much concerned at it.' Tho endorsement of this letter by Danby—apparently made many years later in a trembling hand—is remarkable. ' From the Governor of York, 14 November, 1088, by which I timed my going to surprize York, which I did on the Thursday mentioned for the gentlemen's meeting there.'